talking 1o Narth ‘Korea bott
providing food aid to the'i .unpov
erished. counitry; pwposmg: ‘that
it acceéptinuirition-rich items
such as Plumpy Nut peanit paste .
-« that dré considered less likely
to “be dnferted to: the Ncnth
Korean elite:. ;
In Het of foods like uce and
bems that if'the past have eaded
up in the bowls of Notth Koreas :
mititary, U.S: officials’ say hey
want to send vitamin: supple—
ments, high-protein biscmt
Plumpy Nut, a hxgh -8ET,
that has been: widelygiv
malnourished: chﬂdlen in
. Bre'd\mg ne’trly three ve
“silénce on the issue, U8, offic
. began’ meetings with North Ko-
 rean officials :about. food aid ri
Beijing on Thursday-'smt
“partment officials refused to dis-
- close  details. ‘abouf: the: - talKs,
which Wwere expected to. contmur_
' I”mdw, but acknowledged’ theke
_issue being Hammered outisithe:
inclusion of nutritional supph_es
‘and other ways 16 ensure that ai
. goes to the North Korean public::
.~ “When vou thm}\ about food
_you think about sacks’ of rice;:
"_cms of faod, thmgs ‘Hiar mlgh
easily be diverted to the: wrong -
:purpc}se, said State Depu tment
= spolxeswoman Victoria Nuland:
' ’By comparison, thi broader: term
“nutritional assistance” How be-
mg used inctudes items aimed at -
“populations in need and’ would'
 not find themselves on some
T~davis handuet table”
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